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4 * Acrimonious ; bitter of mind. 

Good father cardinal, cry thou, amert, 

** abfent JZffrgi 
Ireland, as if they had never been indebted to her. Swift 

T a^d^ 0mthCa ^ J Anu{: 

Nor when cold Winter keens the brightening flood, 

V p/.vV d ! We r a r k fhl y Crmg lm S er on the brink - Thomfon. 
K bitterly’ ^ from keen '^ Shar Pty 5 vehemently; eagerly ; 

Ke'enness. »./. [from keen.] 

1. Sharpnefs ; edge. 

No, not the hangman’s ax bears half the keerfnets 

, PVor ? P K enVy ‘- • Merchant of Venice. 

2 . Kigor of weather; piercing cold. 

3. Afperity ; bitternefs of mind. 

That they might keep up the keennefs againft the court, till 
the coming together of both houfes, his lordlhip furnilhed 
them with informations, which might be wrefted to the 
kmg’s disadvantage. Clarendon. 

I he fting of every reproachful fpeech is the truth of it • 
and to be confcious is that which gives an edge, and keennefs 
to the tnve&ive. South's Sermons. 

4- Lagcrnefs; vehemence. 

ToKeep. v.a. [cepan, Saxon j kepen, old Dutch.] 

1. To retain; not to lofe. 

I kept the field with the death of fome, and flight of others. 

ytr 1 .. Sidney, b. ii. 

W e have examples in the primitive church of fuch as by 
fear being compelled to facrifice to ftrange gods repented, 

JVhitgift, 


I Cor. xv. 2. 

Milton. 
Milton. 


ng . _ 6 _ B 

and kept _ lbill the office of preaching the gofpel. 

Keep in memory what I preached unto you. 

This charge I keep till my appointed day 
Or rend’ring up. 

His loyalty he kept, his love, his zeal. JUHfl 

You have loft a child ; but you have kept one child, and 
are likely to do fo long. Temple's Mifcel. 

If we would weigh, and keep in our minds, what v/e are 
confidering, that would infti uct us when we Ihould, or fhould 
not, branch into diftindtions. Locke. 

2 . To have in cuftody. 

The crown of Stcphanus, firft king of Hungary, was al¬ 
ways kept in the caftle of Vicegradc. Knolles. 

She kept the fatal key. Milton. 

3. To preferve ; not to let go. 

Thefe men of war that could keep rank, came with a per¬ 
fect heart to Hebron. 1 Cbron. xii. 38. 

The Lord God merciful and gracious, keeping mercy for 
thoufands, forgiving iniquity. Exod. xxxiv. 7. 

I fpared it greatly, and have kept me a grape of the clufter, 
and a plant of a great people. 2 Efdr. ix. 21. 

4. To preferve in a ftate of fecurity. 

We palled by where the duke keeps his gallies. Addifon. 

5. To protedl; to guard. 

Behold I am with thee to keep thee. Gen. xxviii. 

6. To guard from flight. 

Paul dwelt with a foldier that kept him. Adis xxviii. 16. 

7. To detain. 

But what’s the caufe that keeps you here with me ? 

—That I may know what keeps me here with you. 

Dryden. 

8. To hold for another. 

A man delivers money or fluff to keep. Exod. xxii. 7. 
Referv’d from night, and kept for thee in ftore. Milton. 

9. To referve ; to conceal. 

Some are fo clofe and referved, as they will not Ihew their 
wares but by a dark light; and feem always to keep back 
fomewhat. Bacon's EJfays , N°. 27. 

10. To tend. 

God put him in the garden of Eden to keep it. Gen. ii, 15. 
While in her girlilh age Ihc kept Iheep on the moor, it 
chanced that a merchant faw and liked her. Carew. 

Count it thine 

To till and keep , and of the fruit to eat. 

11. To preferve in the fame tenour or ftate. 

To know the true ftate, I will keep this order. 

Take this at leaft, this laft advice my fon. 

Keep a ftiff rein, and move but gently on : 

The courfers of themfelves will run too faft. 

Your art mull be to moderate their hafte. Addifon's Ovid. 

12 . To regard ; to attend. 

While the ftars and courfe of heav’n I keep , 

My wcary’d eyes were feiz’d with fatal fleep. Dryden. 

If that idea be fteadily kept to, the diftindtion will eafily 
be conceived. Locke. 

13. To not fuffer to fail. 

My mercy will I keep for him for ever. Pfal. Ixxxix. 
Shall truth fail to keep her word l Milton. 

14. To hold in any ftate. 

Ingenuous flume, anJ the apprehenfions of difpleafure. 
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Src the only true reftraints: thefe alone ought to v, u , 
reins, and Keep the child in order. jJS* *° bo!d the 

Men are guilty of many faults in the exercife ffl^T 
culty of the mind which keep them in ignorance / f f* 
. f H ?PPy f ° uIs! who fuch a facred dominion ««,/?*'• 
mfenor and animal powers, that the fenf.tive tumuk/n ^ 
fife to d.fturb the fupenor and better operations of h W 
fomng mind Watts's Improvement of the 

*5- To retain by fome degree of force in any place or 

Jh X T^ 4d > e V th \ W,Ckedncft is fouiui by thee' 
good deeds of mine have been able to keep it down in £ec 

It is hardly to be thought that any Governor fhtjOu' ^ "* 
"■f'jp f -Tor, a S fo fuffer 

might timely have kept under; or perhaps nouriflM 
Coloured countenance of fuch finifter means. 0. W ! th 

What old acquaintance ! could not all this flefh ****' 
Keep m a little life ? Poor Jack, farewel. stke/p lare 
Venus took the guard of noble Hector’s corfe P 

fome ^ ° ff: aaJ d3y a PP 1 J r “ 1 g fovereign 

Of roly balms, that to the dogs were horrible in take. 

The Chinefe fail where they will; which tscwjfjt.t 
their law of keeping out ftrangers is a law of pufillanimity and 

And thofb that cannot live from him alunder™ ^ 
Ungratefully fhall ftrive to keep him under. * Mite, 
It any afk me what wou’d iatisfy. 

To make life eafy, thus I would reply : 

As much as keeps out hunger, third, and cold. Dryden 
Matters, recommended by our paflions, take pofibllion 
our minds, and will not be kept out. Locke 

Prohibited commodities fhould be kept out, and ufelefs 
ones impoverifh us by being brought in. Locke 

An officer with one of thefe unbecoming qualities, is look¬ 
ed upon as a proper perfon to keep off impertinence and feli¬ 
citation from his fuperior. Addifon' s Spectator. 

And if two boots keep out the weather. 

What need you have two hides of leather. Prior 

We have it in our power to keep in our breaths, and to 
fufpend the efficacy of this natural fun&ion. Cheyne. 

16. To continue any ftate or adlion. 

The houfe of Ahaziah had no power to keep ftill the kino- 
do ?V 2 Chron. xxii. 9. 

Men gave ear, waited, and kept filence at my counfel. 

job x\ ix. 2r. 

Auria made no flay, but flill kept on his courfe, and with 
a fair gale came dirc&ly towards Carone. Knolles. 

It was then fuch a calm, that the fhips were not able to 
keep way with the gallies. Knolles's Hijl. of the Turku 

The moon that diftance keeps till night. Milton. 

An heap of ants on a hillock will more eafily be kept to an 
uniformity in motion than thefe. GlamiUe'sScep. 

He dy’d in fight: 

Fought next my perfon; as in conlbrt fought: 

Kept pace for pace, and blow for blow. Dryden. 

He, being come to the eftate, keeps on a very bu(y fami¬ 
ly ; the markets are weekly frequented, and the commodi¬ 
ties of his farm carried out and fold. Locke. 

Invading foes, without refiftance. 

With cafe I make to keep their diftance. Swifl. 

17. To preferve in any ftate. 

My fon, keep the flower of thine age found. Eccluf. xxvi. 

18. To pradiife ; to ufe habitually. 

I rule the family very ill, and keep bad hours. Pope. 

19. To copy carefully. 

Her fervants eyes were fix’d Upon her face, 

And as fhe mov’d or turn’d, her motions view'd. 

Her meafures kept, and ftep by ftep purfu’d. Dryden. 

20 . To obferve any time. 

This fhall be for a memorial; and you fhall keep it 
a fcaft to the Lord. Exod. xii. 14- 


Milton. 2i 
Bacon. 


That day was not in filence holy kept. Milton. 

To obferve; not to violate. 

It cannot be. 

The king fhould keep his word in loving us; 

He will fufpect us ftill, and find a time 

To punifh this offence in other faults. Shakcfpeare. 

Sworn for three years term to live with me, 

My fellow fcholars; and to keep thofe ftatutes 
That are recorded in this (chcdule here. Shakcfpeare. 

Lord God, there is none like thee: who keepejl covenant 
and mercy with thy fervants. 1 Kings mu 23. 

Lord God of Iliael, keep with thy fervant that thou pro* 
mifedft him. 1 Kings viii. 25 * 

Obey and keep his great command. 

His promife Palamon accepts; but pray’d 
To keep it better than the firft he made. 


. KJ -- 

My debtors do not keep their day. 
Deny their hands and then refufe to pay. 


Milton. 

Dryden. 


Dryden's Jtfit. 

My 




samuel Johnson A Dictionary of the English Langi 
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My wifhes arc, . 

That Ptolemy may keep his royal word. Dryden. 

, To maintain ; to fupport with neccffaries of life. 

Much more affliction than already felt 
They cannot well impofe, nor I fuftam. 

If they intend advantage of my labours. 

The work of many hands, which earns my keeping. Milt. 

27 To have in the houfe. , 

Rafe tyke, call’ll thou me hoft ? I fcorn the term ; nor 
fhall my Nell keep lodgers. Shakcfpeare's Henry V. 

24. Not to intermit. , _ 

Keep a fure watch over a fhamelefs daughter, left fhe make 
thee a laughing-flock to thine enemies, and a bye-word In 
the city. ° EccluJ.xh.il. 

Not keeping ftriaeft watch as fhe was warn’d. Milton. 
2c. To maintain ; to hold. 

They were honourably brought to London, where every 
one of them kept houfe by himfelf. Hayward. 

Twelve Spartan virgins, noble, young, and fair, 

To the pompous palace did refort, 

Where Mcnelaus kept his royal court. Dryden. 

26. To remain in; not to leave a place. 

I pry’thee, tell me, doth he keep his bed. Shakrfpeare. 

27. Not to reveal; not to betray. 

A fool cannot keep counfel. Eccluf. viii. 17. 

Great are thy virtues, though kept from man. Milton. 
If he were wife, he would keep all this to himfelf. Tillotf 

28. To reft rain ; to with-hold. 

If any rebel or vain fpirit of mine 
Did, with the lead affeClion of a welcome. 

Give entertainment to the might of it; 

Let hcav’n for ever keep it from my head. Shakefpeare. 
Some obfeure paffages in the infpir’d volume keep from the 
knowledge of divine myfteries. Boyle on Scripture. 

If the God of this world did not blind their eyes, it would 
be impoffible, fo long as men love themfelves, to keep them 
from being religious. Tillotf on's Sermons. 

There is no virtue children fhould be excited to, nor fault 
they fhould be kept from, which they may not be convinced 
of by reafons. Locke on Education. 

If a child be conftantly kept from drinking cold iiquor whilft 
he is hot, the cuftom of forbearing will preferve him. Locke. 
By this they may keep them from little faults. Locke. 

29. To debar from any place. 

Ill fenc’d for heav’n to keep out fuch a foe. Milton. 

30. To Keep back. To referve; to with-hold. 

Whatlbever the Lord fhall anfwer, I will declare : I will 

keep nothing back from you. Jer. xlii. 4. 

31. To Keep back. To with-hold ; to rcflrain. 

Keek back thy fervant from prefumptuous fins. Pfal. xix. 

32. To Keep company. To frequent any one; to accompany. 

Heav’n doth know, fo fhall the world perceive, 

That I have turn’d away my former feIf, 

So will I thofe that kept me company. Shakefp. Henry IV. 
Why fhould he call her whore l Who keeps her com¬ 
pany ? 

What place ? what time ? Shakefp. Othello. 

What mean’ll thou, bride! this company to keep ? 

To fit up, till thou fain would fleep ? Donne. 

Neither will I wretched thee 

In death forfake, but keep thee company. Dryden. 

33- To Keep company with. To have familiar intercourfe. 

A virtuous woman is obliged not oniv to avoid immodefly, 
but the appearance of it; and fhe could not approve of a 
young woman keeping company with men, without the permif- 
lionof father or mother. Broome's Notes on the Odyffey. 

34. To Keep in. To conceal; not to tell. 

I perceive in you fo excellent a touch of modefty, that you 
will not extort from me what I am willing to keep in. Shiik. 
Syphax, your zeal becomes importunate : 

I’ve hitherto permitted it to rave. 

And talk at large; but learn to keep it in. 

Left it fhould take more freedom than I’ll give it. Addifon. 
35 * To Keep in. To reflrain ; to curb. 

It thy daughter be fhamelefs, keep her in ftraightly, left 

fhe abufe herfelf through over-much liberty. Eccluf. xxvi 17 

tions Wl tCaCh thCm t0 ia * 3nd f ° mafter their incl ' in *- 
76 a- t- . Locke on Education. 

30. to Keep off To bear to diftance; not to admit. 
hr To Kkf.p off. To hinder. 

nio^ 2^ W . re ^ l ^P“ ic d with common opi¬ 
nion of his invincible obfeunty, has kept off fome from feek 

hlm the coherence of his difeourfe. Locke 

3 l j f P To mainta,n without abatement 

’T lts Pr^e, and fold for more years purchafe 
than correfponded to the intereft of money. * 

° F l . hcir t0I , ,gUCS Wil1 * ee P U P in them the re- 
pcct and reverence due to their parents. Locke 

TV.? itefS “P its crcdit fti11 for winc - Addifon 

1 he ancient* were careful to coin money in due weight 
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dnd finenefs, and keep it up to the ftandard. Arbuthnol. 

39. To Keep up. To continue j to hinder from ceafing. 

You have enough to keep you alive, and to keep up and 

improve your hopes of heaven. Taylor s holy living. 

I11 joy, that Midi keeps tip the &£llon is the defire to con¬ 
tinue it. Locke. 

Young heirs, from their own reflecting upon the eltates 
they are bofn to, are of no ufe but to keep up theft families, 
and tranfmit their lands and houfes in a line to pofterity. 

Addifon s Sped 7 . N°. 123. 
During his ftudies and travels he kept up a punctual corre- 
fpcndence with Eudoxus. Addifon, 

40. To Keep under. To opprefs ; to fubdue. 

O happy mixture ! whereby things contrary do fo qualify 
and corredt the one the danger of the other’s excefs, that 
neither boldnefs can make us prefume, as long as we are 
kept under with the fenfe of our own wretchednefs ; nor, 
while we truft in the mercy of God through Chrift Jefiis, 
fear be able to tyrannize over us. Hooker, b. v. 

Truth may be fmothered a long time, and kept under by 
violence ; but it will break out at laft. Stillingfleet . 

To live like thofe that have their hope in another life, im¬ 
plies, that we keep under our appetites, and do not let them 
loofe into the enjoyments of fenfe. Attcrbury’s Sermons. 

To Keep. v. n. 

1. To remain by (bme labour or effort in a certain ftate. 

With all our force we kept aloof to fea. 

And gain’d the ifland where our veffels lay. Pope's Odyf. 
A man that cannot fence will keep out of bullies and game- 
fters company. Locke on Education. 

2. To continue in any place or ftate; to ftay. 

She would give her a leffon for walking fo late, that fhould 
make her keep within doors for one fortnight. Sidney. 

What! keep a week away l feven days and nights l 
Eightfcore hours ? and lovers abfent hours. 

Oh weary reckoning. Shakefpeare's Othello. 

I think, it is our way, 

If we will keep in favour with the king. 

To be her men, and wear her livery. Shakefp. Rich. III. 
Thou fhalt keep faft by my young men, until they have 
ended. Ruth ii. 21. 

The neceffity of keeping well with the maritime powers, 
will perfuade them to follow our meafures. Temple. 

On my better hand Afcanius hilng. 

And with unequal paces tript along : 

Crcufa kept behind. Dryden's AZneis. 

The goddefs born in fecret pin’d ; 

Nor vifited the camp, nor in the council join’d ; 

But keeping clofe, his gnawing heart he fed 
With hopes of vengeance. Dryden'S Homer. 

And while it keeps there, it keeps within our author’s limi- 
tat >° n - Locke. 

There are cafes in which a man mufl guard, if he intends 
to keep fair with the world, and turn the penny. Collier. 

The endeavours Achilles ufed to meet with Heflor, the 
contrary endeavours of the Trojan to keep out of reach are 
the intrigue. Pope's View of Epick Poetry. 

3. To remain unhurt; to laft. 

Difdain me not, although I be not fair: 

Doth beauty keep which never fun can burn, 

Nor ftorms do turn ? Sidney, b. i. 

Grapes will keep in a veffel half full of wine, fo that the 
grapes touch not the winc. Bacon's Nat. Hill; 

If the malt be not thoroughly dried, the ale it makes will 
not keep. Mortimer's Hujbcmdry. 

4. To dwell; to live conftantly. 1 

A breath thou art. 

Servile to all the fkiey influences. 

That do this habitation, where thbu keep/1, 

Hourly afflia Shakefp. Meafure for Meafure. 

Knock at the ftudy, where, they fay, he keeps, 

5. To ad X heTfcfi% ange P ‘ 0tS ° f dirC reVe,lge ‘ Shai ‘fP‘*r‘> 

lv?f t i ey ^[ 0 ? nC v COnl,antdrefs they would fometimes 
be in fafhion, which they never are. Addifon's Spedl. 

It is fo whilft we keep to oUr rule ; but when we forfake 
that, we go aftray. Baker's Refediions on Learning 

6. To Keep on. To go forward. earning. 

S° :hearfully he took the doom j 
Nor Ihrunk, nor ftept from death. 

But, with unalter’d pace, kept on. 

7. Ti?Keepa/>. To continue undifmayed 7 * 

He prew ftrlr of n __ J . 


ration. 

Keep, n.f [from the verb.] 

I. Cuftody; guard. 

, Pan k ’ tbou of fhepherds all. 

Which of our lambkins takeft keep • 

Dnpft d r Whe / 1 ° Ur ^ Cks imo “‘fchance doth fall, 

Doeft fave from mifehief the unwary (heep. Spenfer} 

Within 
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